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summer. Farmers use cover crops to
increase the soil’s capacity for water and
nutrients, and slow the spread of weeds.
Last year, crop and livestock farmers in

Karnataka, Maharashtra, and Tamil Nadu
used cover crops to reap big benefits.

Advertising But the B S Iyengar
Sabhagham of the West Bengaluru-based

Pethagaram group — of which we are
members — is facing a backlash from
many of the debt-ridden farmers it is
trying to help. The 21 farmers have

written to 11 major lenders, including
Bank of Baroda, Syndicate Bank, ICICI,

Axis Bank, State Bank of Mysore, and Yes
Bank, asking them to provide cover-crop
loans. The farmers — who belong to the
Pethagaram group — are beneficiaries of

a CSR programme of the Karnataka
government and are growing diverse
crops such as paddy and sorghum,

vegetables, pulses and oilseeds, and
fodder like peas. Advertising The group
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says the farmers have no means to pay
the loans, and that their crops would

suffer if they do not get support to cover
the costs of growing cover crops. “We

have a debt of Rs 17 crore and we need
Rs 1.2 crore for the cover crop,” says

Anand Avtar Singh, a farmer in Dharwad
in Karnataka. “With the recent steep hike

in the cost of seeds, we are finding it
difficult to plant cover crops. The yield
from cover crops is less than that from
regular crops.” This dilemma has forced

the farmers to write to bankers with
whom they have money-lenders’

agreements. They hope the banks will
support the farmers, but there is no

guarantee. The group has approached the
Central Government’s Ministry of

Agriculture and Farmers Welfare for
support, but is yet to receive a reply. “We

have received a list of banks from the
regulator, but we have no idea whether

they will support this request for
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support,” says Jyoti Gurav, the group’s
convener. In February, the Central
Government had launched a twin

incentive scheme for small and marginal
farmers in Karnataka, Maharashtra, and

Tamil Nadu to encourage
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